Drawing Vocabulary

	1.  Draw
	To pull, push or drag

	2.  Drawing
	The act or process of marking on a surface

	3.  Design
	The selection and arrangement of the elements in a work of art

	4.  Contour Line Drawing
	Line drawing which shows the edges of forms (outer and interior edges)

	5.  Organizational Line Drawing
	A light, simple drawing (or under drawing) which maps out the composition

	6.  Ellipse
	An oval shape; the foreshortened view of a circle (circles seen in perspective)

	7.  Composition
	The arrangement of parts in an artwork

	8.  Still-life
	An arrangement of objects (mostly used to create a drawing or painting)

	9.  Viewfinder
	A window cut out from paper or cardboard which shows a miniature version of the final drawing format

	10.  Thumbnail sketches
	Small, quick organizational line drawings

	11.  Subject Matter
	That which is depicted in the drawing (landscape, still life, portrait…)

	12.  Medium (media- plural)
	The specific material used by an artist (usually dry or wet media)

	13.  Support
	The surface material on which a drawing is made

	14.  Linear Perspective
	Creating the illusion of 3D form and space on a flat 2D surface.

	15.  Horizon Line
	Horizontal line/ Eye level

	16.  Vanishing Point
	The point where lines go back in space to meet or converge

	17. One-Point Perspective
	Has a horizon line with all points going to a single vanishing point to draw 3D forms on a 2D surface

	18. Two-Point Perspective
	Has a horizon line with 2 vanishing points to draw 3D forms on a 2D surface

	19. Depth
	Distance from nearest to farthest point or from front to back (artists use: overlapping, size variation, foreshortening, color variation)

	20. Foreshortening
	The effect of perspective where objects are bigger when they are closer to the viewer and smaller as they move away from the viewer

	21. Value
	The lightness or darkness of a surface

	22. Shading
	The darkening added so show value in a drawing

	23. Form
	The visible shape of something- 3D

	24. Hatching
	The use of parallel strokes/lines to show value

	25. Cross-hatching
	The use of intersecting hatched lines- crossing lines to show value

	26. Stippling
	The use of massed dots to show value

	27.  Architecture
	The style in which a building is designed or constructed (a specific period, place or culture)

	28.  Gesture Drawing
	A quick, spontaneous drawing to capture the form (the hand duplicates the movement of the eye)

	29.  Proportion
	Size relationship of one part to another; measurement of parts to the whole

	30.  Portrait
	A painting, drawing, photograph of a person showing the only the face or head & shoulders

	31.  Creativity
	Recombining existing elements in new & unique ways (4 stages: inspiration, subconscious, illumination- “Ah-Ha!”, resolution)


